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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR MANSHEL'S CALLS ON FOREIGN MINISTRY OPPICIALS 

REF: COPENHAGEN 4896 

SUMMARY: DURING AMBASSADOR MANSHEL'S CALLS AUGUST 11 ON POREIGN 
MINISTRY PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY EIGIL JORGENSEN AND POLITICAL 
DIVISION CHILE BIERRING, BOTH OPPICIALS STRESSED THE EXCELLENT 
STATE OP US-DANISH RELATIONS AND MADE SUBSTANTIVE COMMENTS ON 
SEVERAL ISSUES, INCLUDING AFRICA, EC MONETARY COOPERATION, EAST- 
WEST RELATIONS, AND WEST GERMAN ECONOMY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON AUGUST 1 1 AMBASSADOR MANSHEL MADE SUCCESSIVE CALLS ON 
POREIGN MINISTRY PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY EIGIL JORGENSEN AND 
CHIEF OF POLITICAL DIVISION OLE BIERRING. 

2. JORGENSEN USED THE OCCASION TO STRESS THE COINCIDENCE OF 
DANISH AND U.S. VIEWS ON MOST MAJOR INTERNATIONAL ISSUES AND TO 
EMPHASIZE THE SPECIAL AND FRIENDLY TIES NOW BINDING THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. 

3. IN PARTICULAR JORGENSEN NOTED DANISH SUPPORT FOR U.S. EFFORTS IN 
AFRICA, REFERRING SPECIPICALLY TO US. -BRITISH INITIATIVES IN 
RHODESIA. AS POR EAST- WEST DEVELOPMENTS, JORGENSEN, LIKE AMBASSADOR 
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DYVIG LAST WEEK (REFTEL), COMMENTED THAT DENMARK AND WEST GERMANY 
ARE SOMEWHAT MORE CAUTIOUS THAN THE U.S. BECAUSE OP PROXIMITY 
TO THE SOVIET UNION BUT NOT BECAUSE OF DIFFERING CONVICTIONS. 

4. AS OTHER DANISH OPPICIALS HAVE DONE SINCE LAST SPRING'S EC 
"SUMMIT" MEETING IN COPENHAGEN, JORGENSEN STRESSED THE EUROPEAN 
EPPORTS TO ACHIEVE GREATER MONETARY COOPERATION ARE IN NO WAY 
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MEANT TO BE HOSTILE TO THE U.S. AS SOME JOURNALISTS REPORTED. 

THE EC, HE SAID, INTENDS TO PURSUE THESE EFFORTS IN CONSULTATION 
WITH THE U.S. ASKED EOR HIS EVALUATION OE THE STATUS OF THE BREMEN 
MONETARY PROPOSALS, JORGENSEN REPLIED THAT THE ANTICIPATED NO 
MOVEMENT UNTIL BRITISH ELECTIONS HAVE BEEN HELD LATER THIS YEAR. 

5. JORGENSEN STRESSED THAT THE DANISH GOVERNMENT WELCOMED THE U.S. 
INITIATIVE PRODDING GERMAN LEADERS TO TAKE ADDITIONAL MEASURES TO 
STIMULATE THE GERMAN ECONOMY, SINCE THIS WAS VIEWED AS ENTIRELY 

IN DENMARK'S INTEREST. HE WAS SKEPTICAL, HOWEVER, OF HELMUT SCHMIDT'S 
COMMITMENT TO SUCH MEASURES AS WELL AS TO HIS ABILITY TO OBTAIN 
POLITICAL BACKING EOR THEM. 

6. ON THE SUBJECT OF U.S.-DANISH BILATERAL RELATIONS, JORGENSEN 
PERCEIVED A GREAT IMPROVEMENT SINCE THE LOW POINT OF THE VITNAM ERA. 
JORGENSEN TOOK PAINS BOTH TO EXCUSE AND JUSTIFY THE DANISH PRIME 
MINISTER'S PUBLIC CRITICISM OF THE U.S. AT THAT TIME AND TO GIVE 
ASSURANCES THAT THIS WAS A CLOSED CHAPER. TO ILLUSTRATE THE IMPORT- 
ANCE THAT DENMARK ATTACHES TO ITS CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE U.S., 
JORGENSEN OBSERVED THAT THERE ARE MANY AMBASSADORS IN COPENHAGEN 
BUT ONLY FEW, AMONG THEM THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, WHO HAVE IMMEDIATE 
ACCESS TO TOP DANISH OEFICIALS. HE INVITED AMBASSADOR MANSHEL TO 
"TELEPHONE AND COME TO MY OEFICE AT ANY TIME WITHOUT EORMALITY." 

7. JORGENSEN'S FRIENDLINESS AND OPENNESS WERE ALSO APPARENT IN A 
FRANK DISCUSSION OF CURRENT DANISH DOMESTIC POLITICS. (SEE SEPTEL.) 
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8. AMBASSADOR MANSHEL'S TALK WITH AMBASSADOR BIERRING WAS SIMILAR IN 
SUBSTANCE AND TENOR TO THAT WITH PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY JOR- 
GENSEN. LIKE JORGENSEN, BIERRING EMPHASIZED THE EXCELLENT STATE 

OF U.S.-DANISH RELATIONS AND WAS CAREFUL TO EXPLAIN AWAY THE STRAINS 
THAT DEVELOPED DURING THE VIETNAM PERIOD. NO SIGNIFICANT PROBLEMS 
CURRENTLY EXIST BETWEEN THE U.S. AND DENMARK, HE SAID, AND EVEN THE 
NEUTRON BOMB NO LONGER REMAINS A SUBJECT OF CONTROVERSY. BIERRING 
EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE EXCELLENT EXCHANGE OF VIEWS BETWEEN 
THE DANISH AND AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS, PARTICULARLY NOTABLE DURING 
DENMARK'S EC PRESIDENCY, WOULD CONTINUE. 

9. DISCUSSING AFRICA, BIERRING STATED THAT SINCE THE CARTER ADMIN- 
ISTRATION HAD TAKEN OFEICE, HE HAD OBSERVED A GREAT AND POSITIVE 
CHANGE IN ATTITUDE OF AFRICAN LEADERS TOWARD THE UNITED STATES, A 
DEVELOPMENT HE ATTRIBUTED IN LARGE PART TO THE EEFORTS OF AMBASSADOR 
ANDREW YOUNG. BIERRING WELCOMED THE EVOLUTION OF U.S.-AFRICAN POLI- 
CIES AND SAID SOMEWHAT RUEFULLY THAT IT COULD BE EMBARRASSING IN 
TERMS OE DOMESTIC POLITICS AND EC RELATIONS WITH AFRICA WERE THE 

U.S. TO "GET OUT AHEAD OF EUROPE" IN THE SUPPORT OF "PROGRESSIVE" 
ELEMENTS IN AFRICA. 
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10. TURNING TO THE EAST- WEST RELATIONS, BIERRING ECHOED BOTH EIGIL 
JORGENSEN AND DYVIG IN JUSTIFYING A DANISH APPROACH TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS THAT IS MORE CAUTIOUS THAN THAT PURSUED BY THE U.S. AT THIS 
POINT AMBASSADOR MANSHEL OBSERVED THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES 
ARE NOT AS SOME PERCEIVE SIMPLY A PLOY BY THE U.S. IN ITS RELATIONS 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND OTHER COUNTRIES BUT A DEEPLY FELT NAT- 
IONAL POSITION. TOUCHING ON THE DEFENSE ISSUE, BIERRING EMPHASIZED 
THAT A BROAD CONSENUS ON DEFENSE NOW EXISTS IN DENMARK AND THAT 
WHATEVER ILLUSIONS DANES MAY HAVE ENTERTAINED ABOUT THE USSR HAVE 
NOW BEENDISSIPATED. 

1. COMMENT: FROM AMBASSADOR MANSHEL'S CONVERSATIONS WITH TOP 
DANISH OFFICIALS TO DATE, IT CLEARLY EMERGES THAT THE DANES ARE 
BENT NOT ONLY ON BEING COURTEOUS TO A NEW AMBASSADOR BUT ON 
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MAINTAINING THE FRUITFUL BILATERAL EXCHANGE SO EVIDENT DURING 
DENMARK'S RECENT EC PRESIDENCY. 

MANSHEL 
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